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A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 
of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 
@ Bring peace and stability to your life 


PUBLISHED every two weeks by the Megiddo 
Mission Church, 481 Thurston Road, 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 


@ SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents. Make checks or Money 
Orders for all literature payable to the 
Megiddo Mission Church. Please notify 
promptly of any change of address. 


Entered as second-class matter, October 15, 
1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. 


“Happy is the man that findeth wis- 
dom, and the man that getteth under- 
standing: for the merchandise of it is 
better than the merchandise of silver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold... . 
Take fast hold of instruction; let her not 
go: keep her; for she is thy life.” 

—Proverbs 3: 13, 14; 4: 13. 


Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tue MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS anno ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
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OER? ; chp pnb Shwe oe euse ye .20 
IN BAC ou ket een cee ee ini 40 


2 


1956 Edition 
GOD’S SPIRITUAL CREATION 


The pages of this booklet unfold the sig- 
nificance of the Creation Allegory of the 
first three chapters of Genesis. These chap- 
ters, taken literally, have long been a stum- 
bling block to the clergy, a puzzle to the 
laity, and an object of scorn and ridicule to 
the scientist and critic. This booklet shows 
that instead of relating the work of the 
natural creation these chapters outline the 
moral development and ultimate salvation 
of the true Church. 

This work is the result of years of study 
by the Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission, and the whole is based 
on his discourses on Genesis which com- 
prised 48 lectures. 


80 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. 


Price each ..20 cents postpaid. 





The Kingdom of God 


A booklet by the late Rev. L. T. 
Nichols revealing the Scriptural con- 
cept of the Kingdom of God. 


It was the theme of the Prophets. 


It was the principal Gospel-tidings 
which Jesus proclaimed. 


It was the hope and message of 
every Apostle. 


Is the Kingdom of God your hope? 
Send for your copy today. 


20 cents 
$2.00 


64 pages, price each 
Price per dozen 











A TREATISE ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
the Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretenders 
who falsely claimed Apostolic power? 


Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 

Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 


When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 

Why was it withheld? 

When shall it be restored? 


Send for your copy today. 
60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 














Duty Paramount! 


Dear Brother: 

We must place our duty to God ahead 
of earthly profits, earthly pleasures, earthly 
friends, and every way of our own, if we 
wish to obtain God’s favor in that Day 
when He shall send His Son to give every 
man according as his works have been. 

As we look out today upon a world in 
turmoil and trouble, we can truly praise 
God that He made possible for us a way of 
escape from all this disturbance, and gave 
us the promise that if we will serve Him 
with all our mind, might and strength, He 
will provide a way of escape for us in the 
soon-coming Day of His Judgment. 

Elgin, Oregon oe. & 


Waterers are Watered (Prov. 11: 25)! 


Dear Friends: 

Many days have passed since the Megiddo 
missionaries visited our home, but my wife 
and I are still rejoicing over the wonderful 
experience it was for us to talk with friends 
of things eternal, and to know they were 
not giving us the muddy waters of Chris- 
tendom. 

We feel that we have benefited greatly in 
spiritual and moral knowledge, and realize 
that swift, well-placed steps forward are 
the order of the days ahead. 


Newdale, Manitoba R. & E. H. 


A Blessing in the Time of Need 
Dear Sir: 

I am enjoying THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE. 
Through it I have received many blessings 
from the Word of God made so plain. THE 
MESSAGE always comes just when I need it 
the most. 


Springfield, Tenn. Mrs. N. S. 


OBITUARIES 


GEORGE PASTOR 


George Pastor (age, 73 years) of Bloom- 
field, N. J., passed away suddenly on Aug. 
4. He had been a reader of Megiddo Mission 
literature for many years, and was always 
a zealous Bible student. 

He is survived by his wife, Margaret G. 
Pastor, and two sons, one of whom, Arthur 
Pastor with his family, is a member of the 
Rochester congregation. 


JOSEPH WATTS 


We have recently received word from his 
wife that Joseph Watts of Madison Heights, 
Va., died on April 19 at the age of 77 years. 
THE MEcIDDO MessaGe, which he treasured, 
had been in his home for 30 years. 


. e. 7 . 


We extend our sincerest sympathy to the 
bereaved. 
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“Surely | Am Coming Soon” 


F LOYAL to Christ we shall gain the victory over sin, 
if and at the coming of our Lord we shall be given the 
reward of the faithful, to reign with Him forever- 
more. But in order to attain that desirable condition, we 
must do as expressed in our motto: 

“Do nothing that you would not like to be doing when 
Jesus comes. 

“Go to no place where you would not like to be found 
when Jesus comes. 

“Say nothing that you would not like to be saying 
when Jesus comes.” 

That is what it means to gain the victory, to follow in 
Jesus’ steps. Would He have left us an example “that we 
should follow his steps” (I Peter 2: 21) if it had not been 
necessary to do so in order to gain salvation and obtain 
the grand reward He has promised? We shall not be 
found diligently pleasing self instead, if we really be- 
lieve this, but will earnestly keep His law. 


Life and Immortality Promised to the Faithful 


If we follow the example of Christ, we shall be per- 
mitted to eat of the tree of life, as promised in Rev. 22: 
1, 2, “And he showed me a pure river of water of life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and 
of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either 
side of it, was there the tree of life...” Ah! the tree of 
life is still in existence at Christ’s second coming. 

We know, of course, that this is not speaking of a lit- 
eral tree; for we have learned that there is no literal 
tree—nor has there been one—containing principles that 
will impart life. We are told in Prov. 3:18 that wisdom 
“is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her; and 
happy is every one that retaineth her.” This wonderful 
wisdom will impart knowledge of how to perpetuate our 
life. Everything of that future life comes through knowl- 
edge. 

Herbert Spencer, one of the world’s greatest philos- 
ophers, once advanced the opinion that if only we had 
knowledge of the law by which to replace the wastes of 
the system, we could live forever. But man is yet igno- 
rant of that law, which God and all glorified beings—the 
angelic hosts—are acquainted with. 

We are told in Ps. 107: 20, “He sent his word and 
healed them, and delivered them from their destruc- 
tions.” In that grand coming Day of deliverance we shall 
learn how to retain our strength and hold the equilib- 
rium; for the faithful shall gain knowledge of how to re- 
place the wastes of the system. “And they shall see his 
face; and his name shall be in their foreheads” (Rev. 
22:4). What is the ‘name’? “His name is called the 
Word of God” (ch. 19: 13). The redeemed have this Word 
written in their minds. 

In Rev. 22:5 is the promise: “And there shall be no 
night there: and they need no candle, neither light of the 
sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever.” What is this light which shall 


be given them? We are told that after Moses went up into 
Mount Sinai to receive the Law from the angel, and was 
with that immortal being forty days and nights, when he 
came down from the mountain his face shone so brightly 
that the people could not look upon him because of the 
glory of his countenance. Thus it will be when immortal- 
ity is bestowed upon the faithful; they will cast such a ra- 
diance of light from their glorified forms that there shall 
be no need of any other light; and, therefore, “there shall 
be no night there.” 

Further, in verse 10, 11 we read: “And he saith unto 
me, Seal not the prophecy of this book; for the time is at 
hand. He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still.” If unjust or filthy 
in the day of Christ’s coming, we shall have to remain 
in that condition. There will be no “second chance” for 
those who have had time and opportunity to become pure 
and clean from sin during this six-thousand-year day of 
salvation. The decree will be: “He that is righteous, let 
him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy 
still.’ He adds: “And, behold, I come quickly; and my 
reward is with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be.” 

Here Jesus contrasts the reward of two classes, the 
faithful and the unfaithful of the six thousand years, and 
He says He will give them according to their works, 
whether good or bad. “Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the gates into the city” (v. 14). 
The promise is, that just so surely as we do the command- 
ments of the God of Heaven we shall have that inesti- 
mable right, and shall continue to eat of the tree of life, 
this wisdom of God (Prov. 3:18), throughout eternity. 
But if we do not, we shall be cast outside the City of God. 

Some may think now that they do not care; but in that 
final day they would give worlds to have that right. 
Nevertheless the edict will be: “He that is unjust, let 
him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still.” It will be unchangeable. The filthy shall remain 
outside. “For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and idolators, and whosoever loveth and maketh 
a lie’ (Rev. 22: 15). This has no reference to literal dogs, 
but to the kind of which Paul warned in Phil. 3: 2, “Be- 
ware of dogs, beware of evil workers.” Such dogs bite 
and devour. If quarreling, neighbor with neighbor, or 
with your family, you may know what you are. 

Further we read in ch. 22: 16, “I Jesus have sent mine 
angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I 
am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright 
and morning star.” This is the kind of “star” that Jesus 
is; and He will come again with wondrous light to dis- 
pel the darkness of ignorance and superstition. In verse 
17 He extends the invitation: “And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely.” 

The water of life, this wonderful Truth, is free to all. 


3 








4 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 








You do not have to pay a minister to hand it out to you. 
The Church is the bride here spoken of; therefore the 
commission is given to the Church. Any member of the 
bride is privileged to say “Come, and take the water of 
life freely.” He who teaches differently is adding to the 
Word; and woe be unto him, for the curse of God shall 
be upon him. Jesus says further: “For I testify unto 
every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this 
book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall 
add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 
and if any man shal] take away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of 
the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book.” We can neither 
add to nor take from these Holy Oracles; for that reason 
we believe in standing firmly by the sayings of this Book. 


Christ Returns with the Reward 


We are assured He will come again; for angels from 
the courts of Heaven comforted the sorrowing disciples 
at His ascension as they beheld their blessed Lord being 
borne from them into Heaven: “Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1: 10, 11). 

He had been with His brethren for forty days after His 
resurrection, and it was with sorrow that they saw the 
clouds receive Him from sight. These were not literal 
clouds, however, but as we are told in Ps. 104:3, He 
“maketh the clouds his chariots”; and in Ps. 68: 17, “The 
chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of 
angels.” These clouds or companies of angels received the 
ascending Lord from sight. And as surely as the disciples 
saw the clouds of angels receive Jesus from sight, just 
so absolutely certain it is that He will come again as 
He went into Heaven. 

We are told in I Pet. 5: 4, “When the chief Shepherd 
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away.” It is not when we die that we shall receive the 
crown of glory, but when the chief Shepherd appears, if 
we are worthy. And the Apostle tells us in Col. 3:4, 
“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall 
ye also appear with him in glory.” That, plainly, is the 
time when we shall appear with Him in glory. He has 
the life to bestow to those worthy, for He is the One who 
will teach us how to eat of the tree of life and will impart 
to us the wondrous knowledge of how to perpetuate our 
existence throughout eternity. 

But we must now be, as said Paul in I Thess. 1: 10, 
“waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” We 
have the assurance, in Phil. 3:20, 21, “Our conversa- 
tion is in heaven; from whence also we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ; who shall change our 
vile [corruptible] body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby 
he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.” He will 
grant to the faithful the right to eat of the tree of life, 
whereby our nature can be changed from mortality to im- 
mortality, so that we shall never die. 

So we see by all these scriptures that Jesus must come 
again before we can receive our reward of life everlast- 
ing. He admonishes in Rev. 2:5, 6, “Remember there- 
fore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 


first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou 
repent.” In verse 2 He had said: “I know thy works, and 
thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear 
them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say 
they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: 
and hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s 
sake hast labored, and hast not fainted.” 

One would think that men and women who could meas- 
ure up to this description were ready for the Kingdom 
of God. But listen further: “Nevertheless I have some- 
what against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.” 
Yes, they had lost their first love, the zeal they had when 
they started in the doctrine. When people first enter into 
this way of Truth they are all alive in learning, and it 
seems altogether wonderful to them. The doctrine is 
usually pleasant to all: to learn that God’s Kingdom of 
peace and joy is to be on the earth (Matt. 5:5; Rev. 11: 
15) ; that man is mortal and must seek for glory, honor, 
and immortality (Rom. 2:7); that there is no eternal 
torment for the wicked but that they “sleep a perpetual 
sleep, and not wake, saith the King whose name is the 
Lord of hosts” (Jer. 51:57); that no hoofed or horned 
monster, termed the devil, or the supposed fallen angel, 
is lurking about to tempt and lure into evil, but that the 
only devil is wicked men and women, and “every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed” (James 1:14); it all appeals to reason. 

This gives joy as it reveals the mercy and justice of 
God. But after awhile, when reproofs of correction come 
and they are shown they have faults which must be cor- 
rected and overcome, that a work is to be accomplished 
in order to gain the reward of eternal life, it comes 
against the carnal nature. They do not take it as a kind- 
ness (Ps. 141: 5); the zeal begins to diminish and they 
lose their first love, as we have often seen happen through 
the years. What then must be done? Jesus gives the an- 
swer, in Rev. 2:16, “Repent; or else I will come unto 
thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword 
of my mouth.” He says in ch. 3:10, 11, of the faithful 
workers, “Because thou hast kept the word of my pa- 
tience”, or, as more properly rendered, “hast kept my 
word to patiently do it,” “I also will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, 
to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I come 
quickly : hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take 
thy crown.” 

A terrible time of trouble is coming on the world (Dan. 
12:1), a time of testing; and those who have patiently 
kept and obeyed His word shall be kept through His 
mighty power from the fierceness of this hour of temp- 
tation. Every earnest worker shall be protected from 
“the windy storm and tempest” which shall rend the 
foundations of wickedness. 


Christ Comes Quickly After the Midnight Cry 


Why is it that Jesus said in His last words, “Surely I 
come quickly”; and in Matt. 25:19 we are told that 
“after a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and 
reckoneth with them”? It is said many times in Revela- 
tion, “Behold, I come quickly,” and yet it was to be a 
long time after He had said this before He would come 
the second time. The infidel may call this a contradiction; 
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but it is plain when we take in all the qualifying pass- 
ages on the subject. 

There is no better person to define these statements 
than their Author, so we shall consult Jesus Himself. In 
Matthew 25, by means of a parable, He describes the long 
period of time allotted to His servants to prepare them- 
selves for the coming Kingdom. He prophesied that dur- 
ing that long period, the time would come when all prep- 
aration should cease. All the servants would slumber and 
sleep. Then at the midnight hour—when their sleep was 
deep and sound—a cry should be heard: “Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” This cry 
would rouse them from their slumber, the preparation 
would resume, and shortly the Bridegroom would return. 

Jesus was speaking exclusively to His servants who 
should live after the midnight cry, and not to members of 
the early Church, when He said, “Behold, I come quickly.” 

The conditions which brought on this night of darkness 
or apostasy from the true religion, form a subject which 
is treated extensively in Bible prophecy and then cor- 
roborated upon the pages of history. Daniel foretold that a 
great power would arise and by the force of its opposi- 
tion to all that was true and right would wear out the 
saints of God and cast the truth to the ground (7: 25; 
8:12). Paul repeated that this power would turn away 
the people from truth to fables (II Tim. 4:3, 4). The 
Revelator envisioned this power as a woman seated upon 
a scarlet colored beast, and having in her hand a golden 
cup. The cup was pure gold—the Bible is without alloy— 
but the woman emptied out its precious contents and filled 
it “full of abominations and filthiness of her fornica- 
tion” (Rev. 17: 1—5). She substituted error for truth 
and seduced all the world to partake of the deadly, in- 
toxicating draught. When mankind imbibed error, when 
they were taught that salvation could be obtained without 
good works, the work of preparation was retarded and 
finally ceased altogether. This was the time during which 
all slumbered and slept, as in Jesus’ parable. 

When amid the darkness someone recognized that the 
Bible demanded good works in order to be saved, and in 
turn called upon men to prepare to meet the Bridegroom, 
then the midnight cry was sounded. The darkness was not 
fully terminated, however, until someone had become 
fully clad in garments of righteousness, 

Paul has been accused of expecting Christ’s second 
advent in his day. His defense against that false accusa- 
tion is found in II Thess. 2. ““Now we beseech you, breth- 
ren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken 
in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, 
nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at 
hand.” Some thought in that day that Christ’s coming 
was at hand; but the Master was not coming in Paul’s 
day. He says: “Let no man deceive you by any means: 
for that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition” (2: 1—3). He wanted their minds so fortified 
that they could not be shaken by any possible means as 
that Jesus’ coming was near; for there was to come “a 
falling away first.” But to a people who should live away 
down after this falling away—as we today—He is said 
to come quickly. Now is the time when “He will finish the 
work, and cut it short in righteousness; because a short 
work will the Lord make upon the earth” (Rom. 9: 28). 


Now is the time to get ready. We must have a knowl- 
edge of the Word of Truth in order to get ready for His 
coming. It is the practical walk, the carrying out of 
these principles of truth in our daily life which will de- 
cide our fate in that great Day of the Lord. And now, as 
we are admonished in Heb. 10: 36, 37, “Ye have need of 
patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye 
might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he 
that shall come will come, and will not tarry.” Yes, there 
is need of patience; for while He seems to tarry, He does 
not in reality: He will come at the appointed time. “Now 
the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, 
my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of 
them which draw back unto perdition; but of them that 
believe to the saving of the soul.” 

Meanwhile, let each of us hasten, while still we have 
time and opportunity to finish our work in righteousness, 
that we may be ready for that great Day. 





The Root and the Flower 


HEN we speak about an ordinary living plant, we 
picture in our minds something having a root that 
extends downward into the earth, a stem or trunk that 
reaches upward, branches and leaves of various colors, 
and eventually a flower or fruit. All of these various parts 
are equally important toward making a complete plant. 
All plant life, whether useful or otherwise, utilizes the 
laws of nature to insure its future growth. The Heavenly 
Father provides the elements in varying degrees to make 
this growth possible. We can learn much from any phase 
of a plant’s growth, but today we are concerned mainly 
with the extremities of the plant—the root on one end 
and the flower or fruit on the other. Almost every living 
form of vegetation, unless it be a parasite, has roots that 
extend into earth, air or water. Roots are vitally impor- 
tant to a plant in the natural arrangement of things. 

Using the Bible as our text book we find the Prophets, 
Jesus, and the Apostles made many references to grow- 
ing things, such as roots, plants, seeds, branches, flowers, 
leaves, and fruits. These holy men of old were talking 
mainly to a pastoral group of people that had daily con- 
tact with the living wonders of nature. The groups they 
addressed were farmers who grew grain, herdsmen who 
raised cattle, fishermen who secured their means of live- 
lihood from the waters, and husbandmen who raised 
grapes, olives, dates, and figs. 

So when Jesus had a special lesson He wanted to im- 
part to their minds, He used illustrations that would be 
familiar to them in their everyday life. One of the par- 
ables with which we are perhaps best acquainted is found 
in Matt. 13: 6 where is pointed out the lesson of the seed 
falling on different kinds of soil. Let us observe the part 
that deals with roots of the plant. Some of the seed fell 
on stony ground with very little good soil available. The 
seed germinated all right—there was nothing wrong with 
the seed—but due to bad soil conditions the growth was 
feeble and the roots few. The sun came up, the heat was 
applied, and so little moisture or sap was in the plant that 
it had no chance but to wither and die. Doubtless, many, 
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many of His listening audience nodded their heads and 
agreed with Him that that was just the way it was when 
the seed fell onto stony ground; and that it made a nice 
little story. Down through the ages the masses of man- 
kind have come out simply to listen and be entertained. 
The real application, the somewhat hidden meaning, was 
reserved for the true disciples who would gather around 
to listen in earnest. 

To this more wide-awake, thoughtful group, Jesus ex- 
plained that the seed is the word of the Kingdom; that 
it was first received joyfully by careless men with hearts 
hardened by sin who slyly thought it might be profitable 
to join the new movement. However, when trials and per- 
secutions appeared to test them, when the heat was 
turned on them, they told themselves that it wasn’t 
worthwhile after all, and faded out of the picture. 

We can understand this application because we have 
seen it happen more than once in our short lifetime. Now, 
since roots are so important in a Christian’s life, it should 
be our daily determination to get them down deeper into 
the good soil of Truth. 

In the natural growth of things, let us consider the 
alfalfa plant. This type of hay is very prolific when raised 
on fertile soil with the proper pH reading and supplied 
with the necessary moisture. Its roots have been found 
extending 25 feet down into the earth; and there is the 
secret of its astonishing growth. These long roots, bring- 
ing up moisture, cause it to flourish when other grasses 
in the same field are making no headway or perhaps are 
even drying up. But the alfalfa plant produces an abun- 
dant first cutting, a luxurious second cutting, and— 
even in this northern latitude—often a tender third 
cutting. Likewise a true plant in the Lord’s spiritual 
garden will produce a great amount of good fruits when 
it is thoroughly rooted and grounded. 

If you are acquainted with that part of farming which 
deals with harvesting hay, you know that when a field 
is mowed, raked into windrows and removed to barn or 
silo, practically all of the plant above the ground is thus 
converted into feed for future use. Perhaps only two or 
three inches of the original plant is left above ground. 
But the long abundant root of the alfalfa plant shoots 
up another stalk and in a surprisingly short time the 
plant is again 12 to 15 inches tall. 

Now just as a plant in the meadow is cut down at hay- 
ing time, just so do setbacks come in the spiritual life. 
All is not smooth sailing in a Christian’s life, by any 
means. We may have a severe trial, we may be per- 
secuted, we may be accused wrongfully, we may be thrust 
into the furnace of affliction. And the question is, How 
do we react? It would seem reasonable to believe that we 
will overcome the trial in exact proportion to the depth 
of our roots in this fertile soil of Truth. A shallow-rooted 
person, under trial, is very apt to send up no new growth, 
and cease production altogether. But the individual whose 
spiritual roots are healthy and abundant and who has a 
reserve of lifegiving nourishment, will seek the good of 
the trial; he will not let it depress his spirits so his feet 
drag and his countenance is sad continually. Instead he 
will call to mind a fresh supply of that “thus saith the 
Lord” energy, and forge ahead in the divine life. And in 
the final end he will be a great deal stronger for the ex- 
perience. 

The story is told about an elderly man, 84 years old, 


who was seen planting a few apple trees in his garden. 
A friend, observing him plant the trees, was heard to 
say, “Why, what are you thinking of? Surely you cannot 
expect to live long enough to pick any fruit off them!” 

“Oh, no,” replied the old man, “I do not expect to be 
around when these trees are bearing apples, but all my 
life I have been enjoying good apples from the trees that 
someone else planted; so now I am planting these trees 
that those who live after me can have the pleasure of 
eating apples, too.” 

Seed does not grow until it is sown. The very fact that 
we are acquainted with God’s saving Truth today is an 
evidence that somebody at one time or another was out 
in the field sowing this spiritual seed. We know there are 
many ways in which this seed of Truth can be sown, and 
if we have a thankful heart for the many blessings we 
have been favored with while growing in this spiritual 
garden, we will do our little part to distribute this seed 
to others. Our daily example as we go about our work or 
recreation can be a full-page advertisement if we but 
make it so. Then we can hope and pray that it falls on 
good ground where the roots will take fast hold. 

Generally speaking, the climax of a plant’s life cycle 
is the flower, if we are speaking of floriculture; or the 
fruit, if we are dealing with horticulture. When we have 
a well-developed rose bush in our flower garden we can 
shortly expect to see some beautiful rose buds. From a 
dark green, sturdy tomato vine we look forward to pick- 
ing some delicious solid red tomatoes. Likewise plants 
in the spiritual garden—even as you and I—will produce 
beautiful fruits of righteousness when in a healthy, flour- 
ishing condition. 

But alas, just as there are diseased and freak plants in 
nature, just so do degenerate plants appear in the Lord’s 
garden. For example, an individual may develop roots of 
bitterness which stunt the growth and the fruits turn 
sour. 

Do you know that in a garden such as the one in which 
we are growing, one plant can help another? 

Year after year an Indiana farmer took the blue ribbon 
at the State Fair for his excellent corn. It was noticed 
that at planting time he always provided his neighbors 
with the same high quality seed that he was planting. 
When asked why he did this, he replied, “Well, it is a 
matter of self-protection. You know, the wind picks up 
the pollen and swirls it from field to field; and if my 
neighbors grow inferior corn, cross pollination would 
degrade the quality of my corn.” 

In the same manner we can realize that we are also 
helping ourselves when we act to aid our brother’s plants 
to maintain their spiritual healthy condition. 

In the days to come let us be more concerned and will- 
ing to work together all the more strenuously in this gar- 
den of the Lord, in order to develop a root system that is 
healthy and vigorous, which will in turn furnish the nec- 
essary nourishment to enable us to withstand the trials 
and temptations of our everyday existence. 

When our spiritual plant is thus fed and encouraged 
we can be certain that the flower and the fruits will be 
unto holiness. 





People hide behind their good qualities. Let us remem- 
ber the egregiousness of sin. 
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A LESSON TO BE REMEMBERED FROM THE 


TWO PROPHETS AT BETHEL 


First Kings 13 


HE story of the prophet who traveled from Judah 

to Bethel to warn the king of Israel is not so well 
known as other Bible narratives; yet, if understood, it 
might rank as one of the most important because of the 
practical lessons it teaches. 

Jeroboam was the first king of the ten tribes of Israel 
which separated themselves from Judah. He was fearful 
that if the people went up at stated times to Jerusalem to 
worship, they would be won back to the house of David 
and reject and possibly slay him. Therefore, he estab- 
lished a center of worship at each of the two extremities 
of his kingdom—Dan in the north and Bethel in the 
south, and set up a golden calf in each of the two cities. 
By establishing this abhorrent and idolatrous worship, 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, caused Israel to sin, which 
continued through a succession of kings till the fall of 
that kingdom. The sin was so egregious that it was re- 
ferred to at least twenty times in the accounts of the 
following kings of Israel. 

It required a man of great moral courage and integrity 
to denounce the apostate people and their king. Such was 
the unnamed prophet sent by God to warn Jeroboam and 
if possible reclaim the people who had become proselytes 
of their king’s profane religion. 

The king himself had officiated as priest, and was en- 
gaged in the sacrilegious act of offering incense at the 
golden calf at Bethel, when suddenly the Prophet of God 
stood before him. Speaking directly to the altar, he made 
a most remarkable prophecy, saying, “O altar, altar, thus 
saith the Lord, Behold a child shall be born unto the 
house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he 
offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon 
thee, and men’s bones shall be burnt upon thee.” This 
prophecy was fulfilled to the letter by the good King 
Josiah about 360 years later; for in his great reformation 
crusade, he broke down the altar at Bethel, stamped it 
to powder, took the bones of the priests from their graves 
and burned them at this altar just as predicted. 

Upon hearing this prophecy, the wrathful king put 
forth his hand against the man of God and it was im- 
mediately withered so that he could not draw it to him- 
self. The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out 
according to the sign which the Prophet had given by the 
word of the Lord. 

When the king saw his own physical condition, he be- 
came repentant and asked the Prophet to pray that his 
hand might be restored. This the man of God did and the 
arm was healed. The king, seeing that threats and anger 
had failed, was then determined to win the Prophet by 
fair words and bribery. He invited him to his home to re- 
fresh himself and told him he would give him a reward. 
But his scheme was decisively turned down by the Proph- 
et; for the word of the Lord had charged him not to 
go into any man’s house to eat or drink, and to return by 
a different route than that by which he came. 

In Bethel there dwelt an old prophet who once prom- 
ised to serve God but had proved unfaithful. When his 


sons came home and told him what had happened at the 
altar, he was so moved by their report that he saddled 
his beast and set out in pursuit of the man of God. Soon 
he overtook him, sitting by the wayside. The temptation 
which the man of God had resisted in the earlier hours of 
the day was repeated. “Come home and dine with me,” 
the false prophet entreated. His reply to the false proph- 
et’s invitation to return home with him was the same as 
he had given to the king, that he would not turn aside. 
But the crafty scoundrel was prepared to catch his prey, 
and told him that he, too, was a prophet and understood 
all the ways of God, and that an angel had spoken to him 
by the word of the Lord to bring him back to his house. 
But he lied. Believing him, and completely taken off- 
guard, the Prophet went with the deceiver contrary to 
the Lord’s command. Soon after they began their re- 
freshments, the false deceiver made known to him that 
because of his disobedience the judgment of God was 
pronounced upon him, and that because of his disobedi- 
ence for going back and dining in that place, he should 
not come to the sepulchers of his fathers. 

What a feeling of remorse must have overwhelmed the 
true Prophet when he came to his senses and realized his 
mistake! Almost in the twinkling of an eye, his spiritual 
status had changed. A few moments before he had fear- 
lessly denounced the apostate king; now he was a victim 
of God’s judgments for disobedience! 

He saddled his ass and started home. “And when he 
was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and 
his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, 
the lion also stood by the carcase.” There was no literal 
lion that met and killed him on the way home—no! It was 
a well-traveled route over which the Prophet from Judah 
came, and in all probability there were no lions whatso- 
ever in that part of the country. It was God’s judgments 
that caused his death because of transgression. In con- 
trast to rendering judgment in the final day of account, 
God, in some instances does so immediately, to teach the 
lesson that He means what He says and that His laws 
must be kept. Often when Israel turned to wickedness 
they were slain by their enemies. God does not need, nor 
is it ever noted in His word that He uses, a wild beast of 
the jungle to carry out His judgments. The very fact that 
the ass was not slain, nor the body of the prophet de- 
voured, shows it could not have been a literal lion. In- 
stead it was some beastly character who slew this man. 

According to the narrative, when the false prophet 
from Bethel learned that the judgments had been ex- 
ecuted, he hastened to the scene and carried the body home 
for burial. If a hungry beast had attacked the Prophet, 
there would not have been much left of him for the old 
man to pick up and carry home. This same figurative 
language is used by Jeremiah: “Wherefore a lion out of 
the forest shall slay them; and a wolf of the evenings 
shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: 
every one that goeth out thence shall be torn in pieces: 
because their transgressions are many, and their back- 
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slidings are increased.” These so-called wild beasts are 
evil men and rulers over the people. Jesus said of Herod, 
“Go ye, and tell that fox...” (Luke 8:32). Herod was a 
ruler and had done much evil. 

The Apostle Peter will tell us exactly who the lion is: 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour” (I Pet. 5:8). This testimony fits the case exact- 
ly. It urges all who are striving to keep God’s command- 
ments to be on guard against their own natural inclina- 
tions, as well as outside evil workers. 

So the old reprobate carried the Prophet home and 
buried him in his own sepulcher, saying, “Alas, my 
brother!” Brothers they were indeed. Brothers they had 
lately become through the true Prophet’s ready inveigle- 
ment into error. Well did the crafty deceiver know that 
he was responsible for the Prophet’s downfall, and that 
at last they two—seducer and seduced—should lie down 
together in eternal death. 


This simple narrative teaches the primary lesson of 
obedience; but it also shows the evil forces that are at 
work which lead to an act of disobedience. 

The man of God was told plainly at the start of his 
journey exactly what he must do and what not to do. God 
had a purpose in giving him explicit instructions for He 
wanted to save him from the wiles of the harmful old 
prophet. This conclusion is evident as the facts later dem- 
onstrated. No matter what the underlying causes of his 
transgression, he disobeyed direct commands and had to 
pay the penalty of the law. 

As we analyze the conduct of the man of God, let us not 
miss the opportunity of placing ourselves in a parallel 
case of temptation in our day, lest we, too, fall by the way. 

His mission to the king successfully completed, we see 
him riding homeward on a different route from that 
which he came, as commanded. He must have been re- 
lieved and relaxed and felt that his great and dangerous 
task was well done; yes, even pleased that he would be 
able to render a favorable account of himself. These feel- 
ings made a perfect setting for the man to be taken off- 
guard. He was “stacking his gun,” so to speak, while the 
enemy was drawing near. He forgot to continue to watch 
lest he be taken unawares. The doomed man was com- 
pletely hood-winked by an unfaithful one who was ready 
to lead another astray. He turned back over the forbidden 
route only to be “ensnared and taken.” The fate of the 
Prophet teaches the second important lesson—that no one 
can rest on his past record of good deeds; that vigilance 
must continue right on to the end, lest we be deceived 
not only by others, but by ourselves in particular. 

No doubt the Prophet who had denounced the apostate 
king thought it a small matter to go back with the other, 
not realizing he was in bad company. Herein lie two of 
the underlying reasons which caused him to disobey. He 
overlooked the fact that God means exactly what He says, 
and that there is always a wicked one nearby to oppose. 

We, today, may deceive ourselves into mingling just a 
little with the world, and the ungodly, those who have 
wandered from the truth. It may be only in what we con- 
sider necessary conversation; it may be only a little of 
their pleasure or politics; conforming to their ways or 
dress. The most deceiving part is that we may console 


ourselves by believing that only a little won’t matter; 
just a little laugh at something foolish, a little anger or 
impatience, envy or jealousy, or seeking praise of man. 
The warning comes, “Be not deceived, God is not mocked.” 
The Wise Man tells us that as the dead flies in the oint- 
ment send forth a stinking savor, so doth a littly folly 
him that is in reputation for wisdom and honor. Those 
who have turned from the Truth and any but the godly 
may easily lead us into temptation. “Enter not into the 
path of the wicked and go not in the way of evil men; 
avoid it, pass not by it; turn from it and pass away.” 
The lesson forbidding association with any but those 

of godly reputation is herein plainly taught. May the 
sad fate of the man of God make a deeper impression 
upon our minds so no one may say of us, Alas, my 
brother! 

Be thou watchful, O my soul! 

Let not the evil powers control! 

Oh, never doff thine armor; 

Oh, never sheathe thy sword! 
Let thy zeal be never cool, 
Nor cease thyself to always rule, 


Thou art not for a moment safe 
Apart from thy Lord. 


Be sober! be vigilant! Stand on thy guard; 
Evil is on thy track, pressing thee hard; 
However smooth appearance be, 

Suspect the lurking enemy! 

Oh, stand on thy guard! 

Stand on thy guard! 


Watch against the hidden host 
And of thy own strength never boast, 
But manfully be fighting 
Against the downward trend; 
Roaring as a lion loud, 
Self often seeks us to enshroud; 
The host of sin will tempt thee sore, 
So watch to the end. 





A Story for Children 


A Lesson on Sharing 


OB and Tom were two brothers. Bob was ten years 
old and Tom was nine, but somehow Tom was a 
little stronger for his age, and Bob’s one year’s start did 
not give him much advantage. Tom was almost equal to 
Bob in school. He was almost his height, and almost as 
strong. 

So it was that these two boys were growing up to- 
gether. They worked at their tasks together, they played 
together, they ate together, and slept together. Some- 
times, like many other boys, they would get into trouble 
and would get their punishment together, and would also 
cry together. 

For all their close fellowship they did not always work 
in harmony. Bob, being a year older, thought himself a 
little superior and sometimes wanted more than his share 
of things. Tom, because almost equal to Bob, except for 
age, did not hesitate to attempt to get the better of his 
brother when he could. 

This had been going on for some time and was not 
growing less as the boys grew older. Their mother had 
been aware of this and in spite of all her many talks to 
them she could not get them to do better. Finally, seeing 
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Musings of the Editor 


N ECHO is always interesting, especially when we dis- 
cover it for the first time in an unexpected place. Youth 
delights in this reverberation as is experienced in our city 
subways or among the hills. When, as boys, we lived in the 
hills we took pleasure in going to a suitable spot where we 
would say “good morning” etc., and then listen for the echo 
to come back. 

Often while standing in the valley of their mortal career 
have God’s children called to Hiza for help, guidance, in- 
struction. And the echo has come back clear and unmistak- 
able, “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which 

thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine 
ECHOES eye.” “I will lift mine eyes unto the hills,” 

said the Psalmist, “from whence cometh my 
help. My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven 
and earth.” 

When the question was asked, “Wherewith shall I come 
before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God?”, the 
echo was certain: “He hath showed thee, O man, what is 
good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.” 

We read of the echo to prayer many times; sometimes it 
was almost instantaneous. Solomon in the humility of his 
youth asked the Lord for an understanding heart to discern 
between good and bad. His speech pleased the Lord. The 
echo was more than he anticipated. The Lord granted him 
wisdom and, that for which he did not ask, riches and honor. 

When Daniel’s humble prayer reached the throne of God, 
there was a quick response. Before he finished his utterances 
the angel was there to impart the skill and understanding for 
which he longed, prefixed by some of the sweetest words of 
Scripture: “Thou art greatly beloved.” 

Cornelius’ prayer brought back an echo, as did Peter’s over 
the Church’s new problem of the admission of the Gentiles. 
A mighty echo pealed out to Elijah’s prayer on Mount Car- 
mel. When our Master’s mortal life was drawing to a close 
He received the most transcendent recognition in answer to 
His devoted life, when the voice said, “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.” How that 
echo must have nerved Him for His great final act of sub- 
mission! 

Sometimes, as in the natural, the echo comes more quickly 
than at others. While the Church was yet praying for Peter 
who had been in prison for a short time, he himself stood 
before the door, having experienced miraculous release. The 
echo of their prayer came back readily. In sharp contrast 
was Joseph’s experience. Though living a virtuous and godly 
life he was cast into prison where he waited many years for 
his release. Trials dark and deep frequently do not terminate 
as spontaneously as a clap of thunder or flash of lightning. 
There is depth of soul to be developed through whatever cir- 
cumstances the Lord permits. The echo to our longing cry 
does not always promise deliverance but always there comes 
the sure word, “I will be with thee, saith the Lord.” 

Enoch walked with God for 300 years. The echo? He 
pleased God and was translated that he should not taste 
death. What a delightful echo to have heard! 

When Abraham, in obedience to the Lord’s command, stood 
the test and offered Isaac on the altar, what a lovely echo 


came from the Lord: “Because thou hast . . . not withheld 
thy son, thine only son: .. . in blessing I will bless thee, .. . 
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice.” 

Do we, like the Apostles, ask, Father, what shall we have 
for serving Thee? If so, we shall hear His echo: It is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. As we lift 
our hearts in praise, the echo comes: “The Lord takes pleas- 
ure in his people, he will beautify the meek with salvation.” 

Should the question be asked whether the Lord is con- 
cerned about His people, the reverberation is: “Let the Lord 
be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his 
servants.” 

A Christian is surrounded by many echoes of ridicule 
which must be shut out of mind, our ears being sensitive 
only to those higher echoes. 

If in touch with God there will always be an echo though 
we do not hear an audible echo in this day as in the days 
of the Prophets. And there will be a final echo, either the 
Judge’s “Well done,” or “Depart,” according as our life work 
has been. 

Are we concerned about the divine echo in response to our 
daily conduct? With the law of God in one hand and our 
soul in the other for comparison, what kind of echo can we 
reasonably expect to hear? 





(Continued from page 8) 
words could not do it, she devised a plan, 

It happened one day as the boys came home from 
school. They were accustomed to having a little lunch be- 
fore proceeding with their chores. This day as they en- 
tered the house their mother greeted them cheerfully as 
usual. Then she said, “I have something special for you 
today.” Going to the pantry she brought out a whole pie 
which was enough for their lunch but not too big to 
spoil their supper. The boys, as might be expected, were 
ready for business. 

“Now, Bob,” their mother continued, “you are to divide 
this pie in two, and Tom is to have the first choice. When 
you are through, you are to go and help your father in 
the field. I must hurry to town to do some shopping.” And 
with that she left the house. 

The boys lost no time in getting busy on the pie. Bob 
took hold of the knife and started to cut. As so often he 
had done before, he expected to get a larger share. Sud- 
denly he paused and thought a moment. 

“Tf I cut the pie unequally,” he thought to himself, 
“Tom will get the first choice and get the larger portion.” 

The lesson his mother had tried so often to impress 
upon their minds was now clear to Bob. He proceeded, 
and cut the pie exactly in halves, and the two finished 
their lunch in a most peaceful manner. 

That night Bob and Tom told their mother what had 
happened, and that finally they had learned their lesson 
to consider each other. They admitted that though they 
knew the Golden Rule, “All things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them”, only 
now were they beginning to realize what it meant. 

After that, Bob and Tom had no more trouble when 
they had to share things. They would recall what the 
result might be if the other had first choice and thought 
only selfishly of himself. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be 
a new lump” (I Corinthians 5: 6, 7). 


Leaven is a soured and salted substance that produces 
fermentation, especially in dough, as yeast or fermenting 
dough. In progressive countries where a bread wagon 
stops daily at residents’ doors, the sight of leaven work- 
ing is not witnessed to such an extent as it was in olden 
days. It was once an essential procedure in every home 
and, seeing its strange workings, it is not surprising that 
leaven, from antiquity, has also come to be regarded as 
any element or influence which, working silently and 
strongly, causes change. 

Jesus used the illustration of leaven which a woman 
took and hid in three measures of meal (Matt. 13:33), 
to teach the lesson of the Word of God working in the 
hearts of men through the various epochs of time until 
all shall know the Lord from the least to the greatest 
(Hab. 2:14). Jesus also referred to leaven in a different 
sense. He warned the disciples of the erroneous doctrines 
and vicious practices of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
(Matt. 16:6, 12); the corrupt glosses of the law, the 
doctrines of traditions, invented and promoted by the 
former, which, like leaven, are not only sour, but also of 
a contagious and infectious nature. The leaven of the 
Pharisees was something hidden and inward; its work 
was secret till it worked its way through their whole 
heart and character. They were the Pharisees who were 
bent on our Lord’s death. 

But Paul likens sin and sinners to the workings of 
leaven. Persons with evil characteristics can enter among 
believers and by their insidiousness can pollute the whole 
society. The comparison is obvious. As a little leaven 
produces astounding results, so a little sin can grow se- 
retly until the harm it causes is incalclable. Purge it out, 
he says, don’t gloss it over, don’t conceal it! And he adds, 
“Let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with 
the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleav- 
ened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

What is the leaven of malice? We may know the an- 
swer, for undoubtedly we have felt it within ourselves, 
and may have suffered from the effects of it in others. If 
we try to disguise it, and avoid seeing it in ourselves, we 
can never purge it out. Nor shall we keep it purged out 
until we face it squarely. 

Malice is like leaven. Its first beginning is so small as 
not to be worth mentioning. It begins in a most common 
manner. You do not like someone, it may be in school, in 
the office, in the workshop, in the home. That is the first 
half-ounce of the leaven of malice. Then your actions and 
feelings toward that individual, and your thoughts and 
words about him, are like leaven at work in your heart. 
First it is just dislike—as yet. But it grows into hatred 
and from there the way is open for every evil. That which 
started out as dislike and a secret grudge, now develops 


into ill-will, resentment, and revenge, until in God’s sight 
it is very murder itself! It is while this red-handed mur- 
der is still in its early stages of dislike and animosity that 
Paul pleads with you to purge it out. 

In order to purge out the leaven of malice, one needs 
to get to the cause of the trouble. Search it out as with a 
candle in a dark corner. Your self-investigation may be 
in this manner: You have a neighbor, who may at one 
time have been a friend. He may never suspect but that 
he is still a friend, and may be befriending you all the 
time. But at heart you are no more his friend. Something 
has happened which you must search out about yourself 
and, however humbling or self-condemning it may turn 
out to be, you cannot be a good and upright man until 
you have found yourself out. Your friend may have for- 
gotten you at some occasion, or preferred someone else 
before you. He might have used his own judgement in 
some matter where you demanded to dictate to him. Or, 
he might have gotten a promotion, or praise, or reward, 
that you had not humility and love enough to endure. 

Track out your heart, sir; your future destiny depends 
upon it! That wicked heat in your heart, that hateful 
look in your eye—purge it out, Paul implores. 

A little self-esteem in a young man’s heart is not very 
much to be suspected or denounced. But wait and see. A 
little lump of leaven in a woman’s hand does not look like 
much either. Let a person set out in life with a lump of 
self-esteem in his secret heart, and if the unavoidable ex- 
periences of opposition and collisions of life, together 
with the grace of God, do not chasten and subdue it, he 
will end his days as full of self-righteousness, pride and 
hardness of heart as were the Pharisees who killed Jesus. 
To such villainous wickedness will a little self-esteem 
grow under fit conditions if left alone. 

On the other hand, humility or disesteem of a man’s 
self is like good leaven in a good man’s heart. True humil- 
ity does not consist in having a worse opinion of our- 
selves than we deserve. As all virtue is founded in truth, 
so humility is founded in a true and just sense of our 
weakness and sin. He who rightly knows himself will be 
done forever with all self-esteem, and will not have so 
much as an ounce of the leaven of the Pharisees, 

Though the parable of leaven, working as evil in men’s 
hearts, is used by Jesus only concerning the Pharisaic 
hypocrisy and self-esteem, and by Paul concerning mal- 
ice, it is equally true of all other evil leavenings that 
plague the human heart. A little leaven of pride—ponder 
its subtlety, with home-coming illustrations, for yourself. 
A little of the leaven of anger—think of that as you have 
seen it in your own heart. A little of the leaven of suspi- 
cion, or jealousy and envy—think that out for yourself, 
with illustrations and instances taken from your own 
experiences. A little of the leaven of sensuality, of evil 
thoughts, of foolishness, etc., think of the deplorable re- 
sults from minute beginnings! Think of the evils that 
might never have matured had beginnings been stopped! 

Often during Jesus’ ministry He would pause, and, as 
if asking some of them to help Him out on a great sub- 
ject, He would say to the people, “Whereto shall I liken 
the Kingdom of God?” Then, when no answer came, He 
would relate to them a parable. And He would leave it 
with them to think it out for themselves. So with these 
thoughts we leave this parable of leaven with you to 
think further of its workings, for evil and for good. 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies will be sent to Biblical 
questions to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. THE Mrcippo Messace 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Please explain Daniel 2: 44, 


The text in question reads as follows: “And in the days 
of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” 

This statement formed the conclusion to Daniel’s inter- 
pretation of King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. The Lord 
caused a dream to come before the king. This broadened 
the base of the knowledge of His plan for the earth. The 
Prophets of Israel and their loyal followers were already 
familiar with this plan. 

Upon awaking, the king was impressed with the impor- 
tance of the dream, although he could not recall its sub- 
stance. The wise men of Babylon were called in to reveal 
the dream and its meaning. They failed utterly. At last 
Daniel, the Prophet of the Lord, was summoned. He re- 
vealed the dream. 

The King had seen in vision a towering image com- 
posed of four different metals. The head was of gold, the 
breast and arms of silver, the belly and thighs of brass, 
the limbs of iron, the feet part of iron and part of clay. 
Then a stone, cut out of the mountain without hands, 
was hurled forcefully against the feet of the image, 
breaking them into hopeless fragments. 

In Daniel’s explanation the four metals of the image 
represented four world empires which were to succeed one 
another, which were to be successively destroyed by each 
other, and were all to give place to the eternal empire of 
Jesus Christ. The gold represented Babylon, the kingdom 
then in existence; the silver, Medo Persia; the brass, 
Greece; the iron, Rome. The feet part of iron and part of 
clay were indicative of the divided state of the kingdoms 
of men at Christ’s second coming. The separate states 
of Europe and North Africa are remnants of the once 
powerful Roman Empire. 

The “stone” cut out of the mountain without hands 
reveals the new Authority that will make itself felt in 
the now near future when Jesus, at His coming, will de- 
stroy all human authority, calling upon all mankind to 
submit or be swept from the scene of action. Daniel 2: 44 
depicts this phase of the program. 


Does Oral Roberts, who appears on television, get his heal- 
ing power from God, as he claims? 


No, he does not! No man on earth has possessed that 
power since the close of the Apostolic Age, A. D. 70. The 
power given at Pentecost was entrusted to men for a 
limited time and ceased by limitation. We learn from 
I Cor. 13: 8—10 that “. . . whether there be prophecies, 
they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall 
cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when 
that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away.” The Holy Spirit was given to con- 
firm the Apostles’ word until the “perfect,” the completed 
law of God (Ps. 19:7), should come. 

Joel 2 projects a former and a latter rain or outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. In Acts 2, Peter testified that the 
outpouring they were then witnessing was the “early” 
rain, and that the “latter” rain should come at the last 
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day. Between these two rains there would be a dry spell. 
We are yet in the dry spell; hence neither Oral Roberts 
nor any other man or woman has power to heal by the 
Holy Spirit. The coming of Elijah, the herald, quickly 
followed by Christ Himself, will usher in the latter rain 
(Matt. 17: 11). Then much greater works shall be done 
than Christ did at His first advent (John 14:12). Until 


that day dawns, only faith, hope and charity abide (I Cor. 
13:8). 


Do you believe the witch of Endor was able to bring 
Samuel from the dead (I Samuel 28)? 


No. The Word of God clearly and conclusively informs 
that the dead know not anything (Ps. 115:17; 146: 3— 
6) ; that they must remain in the grave in unconscious 
sleep until the day of the Resurrection of all the saints. 

The witch of Endor was able to read Saul’s mind and 
by her power as a ventriloquist she was able to repeat 
the last words of Samuel to Saul in a manner in which 
Saul believed it was Samuel himself speaking. Saul un- 
derstood that God had given his kingdom to David, and 
when God refused to answer him he knew that tragedy 
awaited him because of his wickedness and murderous 
intentions toward David. These thoughts were troubling 
Saul, and the witch of Endor, being capable of reading 
his mind, simply revealed his thoughts to him. 


What is meant by the expression that Christ came by water 
and blood (I John 5: 6)? 


“Water” signifies the Word or Water of Life. Jesus 
spoke of it in John 4:14, “The water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life.” 

“Blood” signifies the living out of the word, since lit- 
eral blood is the life of the literal body (Lev. 17: 11). It 
means a dying to sin (Rom. 6: 6, 7, 10), the shedding of 
the “blood” or life of the old man. All the members of 
the body of Christ have to perform this work; and Christ 
the head of the body, had to do it also. It was the Apostle 
John’s brief way of stating that Jesus had both to believe 
and practice the truth of God. 


I take it that the Lord’s Prayer tells us that God’s Kingdom 
will be on earth as it is in Heaven. Will Science be instru- 
mental in bringing about this change? 


No. The Kingdom of God on earth will be the result of 
the reign of Christ and the saints for 1,000 years. During 
this period all shall be taught the ways of the Lord from 
the least to the greatest. Great educational programs 
will be enacted, eradicating diseases of all kinds and 
finally death itself. Also the law of God shall be rigidly 
enforced so that crime, wars, and immorality shall no 
more be permitted in the land. This, together with the 
fufillment of numerous other promises, shall cause God’s 
will to be done in earth as it is in Heaven. 

Science of today does much good for humanity, but it 
comes far short of bringing about the ideal state fore- 
told by the Prophets of God. 


Is it possible for a Christian to become sinless? 


Yes. And more, it is imperative to the obtaining of 
salvation. Sin is the transgression of the law (I John 
3:4), and we must cease breaking that law. The true 
church must be without “spot or wrinkle” (Eph. 5: 26, 
27). John beheld in vision, one hundred and forty four 
thousand saints with Jesus upon Mount Zion who were 
“without fault before the throne” (Rev. 14:1, 5). 
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IN TOUCH WITH GOD 


If we will keep in touch with God, 
And daily bow beneath His Rod; 

To Him lend an attentive ear, 

Be slow to speak, and swift to hear 
The words of wisdom that He speaks; 
Yes, be as one who daily seeks 

To do His will, then He will give 

The right to with His chosen live. 


How glorious to be in touch 

With One who offers us so much, 
Exceeding more than we can ask 
For such a simple little task— 
Yet not so simple as it seems 

For one who only sits and dreams. 
But labor with a song begun 

So frequently is quickly done. 


To keep in touch with God we must 
Believe His mandates true and just, 
When He forbids us to partake 

Of worldly pleasures for His sake. 

We must, with willing heart and mind, 
Leave all the former lusts behind, 
The anger, pride and jealousy; 

All envy, and hypocrisy. 


He asks but one step at a time, 

All through the rugged, upward climb; 
But we must press, in sun, or rain, 
Until at last the heights are gained. 

The lowlands are for drones, and those 
Who by their daily deeds disclose 

The fact they are content to lie 

And let the workers pass them by. 


To keep in touch with God is to 
Rejoice in what He bids us do; 
And, going at it with a smile, 

Let nothing sensual beguile. 

To banish our ungodly ways 

Is more to God than hymns of praise; 
And our almsgiving He will see, 
When mingled with humility. 


To keep in touch with God is more 
Than passing through a chapel door, 
To worship once a week, or twice; 
It is a living sacrifice. 
It is in giving God our all 
That He delights to hear our call; 
Yes, hopes of glory never dim, 
If we will keep in touch with Him. 
—L. L. S. 
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